Hike like alocal .~ g o' _ZF Ao_igﬁ

Bratislava is surmounded by nature, and locals take full
advantage of this privilege. Check out the tips with
ayellow sign.. and discover new places. Besides

hiking you can go swimming in the scattered lakes, or
sledding and cross-country skiing during the two
days of snow we getayear. fyouremore on the chill
side, join ina barbecue for grilled sausages "spekacik”
with bread and mustard.
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“Short History

‘<<n__._nm / Podhradie
Bratislava grew around anatural fordin the Danube thanks to the Celts, ever the strategists, who settled and
fortified the area. This idea was seconded by the Romans, who expanded the Limes Romanum further north, and
later by Slavictribes, who also thought it was a splendid idea to expand their new Slavic state, Great Moravia, over
here, too. What camenext can be seen on tangibleartifacts from Medieval tomodem historyall overtown. The
oldest continuous visible memory of asettlement is the ruin of the Water Tower (Vodnaveza, dated 1254),
afortification below the castle hill. The settlement in front of the Medieval city walls hosted communities of
Germans, Hungarians, Jews, Slovaks and Czechs as well as Roma. Theinevitability of progress (anda limited view
ofthevalue of the area) in the 1970s tore down these houses that guarded the city walls for centuries to make
way for an alien design connecting the two banks of the Danube. Progress pervadesto this day and the now
modemn buildings willmark another erain the city's future. Stop by fora swirl of history in stones and concrete.
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' Drink

< Bratislava Castle ‘Em_._m_éu Clarissine Qg eat
and the castle hill church
Takethe steepstirsorwindingstreetsuptthecastie  Thisheautiful Gothic bulding aformerchurch, ‘ Art
and stopfora drink atene of the cafés with aview currently serves as an event and gallery space.
overthe town. Look down at the bustling construction Legend has it thata nun fellin love with the . Coffee and tea
site,once a German and Jewish quarterthat has been constructor of the church's breathtaking tower and
empty since WWII (and became a"red-light district” committed suicide when the Mother Superior O w_._ﬁﬁ
fora short period, too). Saunteramong the terraces expressed herdisapproval Once the Order of the Poor
onthecastle hilland makea stop at the witch statue Clareswas dissolved in 1782, the churchwith the O Chill
byTibor Bartfay. Gazeacross the Danubeat the massive adjoining monastery was repurposed as a school
collection of panel buildings, or “panelaky’; in Petrzalka. This Gothic beautyis a lookerto this dayandisalso 1:200
w: *-ooa —ong—m Bratislava Castleis perched on a lookout hill, with the go-to spot forone of the most scenic views of
c tracesof settlements dating back to the Celts and the Bratislava Castle inthe entire town.
Limes Romanus. The castlewas originally buitt with . . i .
11d I cained i B . earthquake in 1897 and was replaced bya neo-Gothic Bratislava downtown; just follow Duri
9 v—ﬂﬂﬁ m.ﬂo.__-m ) 9:-:(._ M—._O—u o %ﬁﬁ:ﬂmﬁ;”ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁmgw ‘g—n——g—.m Gate tower inits place. Talk about old-timey monument comparethis oldie to the new kids on1
Hometoa variety of local designer goods, accessories, Ifyou're looking for authentic souvenirs, visit the place almostfacing complete demalition to make way for Beware the hangman's path oryou'llbe a head upcycling! Snap a picture or seffie here, orwalk
and everything nice foryou and your loved ones. where craftsmen keep folk arts and craftsalive. You auniversityq inthe1940s. Luckily,"only" the shorter! That's right, convicts were executed in front further down thewalkway to the defence trenches s w_.f—@ ﬁ_.._—.—ﬂﬂ——
can purchase a traditional souvenir withamoedem surrounding houses weretom down n_:.:nmﬂ_..m of Michael's Gate, some of them evenwomen surrounding this part of the park Thesewere .
lotic tweakor sign upforacourse at their headquarters on ionof anew bridge Most SNPThe st acccused of witcheraft Aplaque in their memory has preserved inmemory of the unsuccessful siegee of :ﬂ—m—.-aoc.._-_.-g&.
Mileticova market construction o ariew bridge, Most SNP . ther : : C
The e o Obchodna Street suvivorof the original quarteris"Dom udobiého cm.masmﬁ;mnmnaﬁgsﬁ:m:_mnﬁnnmjﬁm.b Bratislava by Napoleon Bonaparte's anmy. The Blue Church on Bezrugova Street
legendaryopen _m_xm.ﬂu  setuprig ﬂijﬁ.no pastiera! currentlykiling time as amuseum of clocks bridge above the former city moat, now a delightful favourite. Builtin 1909, this Secessior
aformer slaughterhouse, is the platform forregjonal @ .. : park leadsyoutothe last surviving city gate. fyouire t._-w Tram originall partofthenearby eyrmnazi
farmers to sell their produce and for resellerswho try m—9<_ﬂm ‘ . - superstitious, better hold your breath for good luck E  wHie <l rdathe areaand brought withitabreath of fi
tomakeaprofitfrom products of dubious origin, Contemporarylocal brands and designs witha fresh Kapitulska whenyouwalkunderit Forlighterentertainment, %mwm;_ m%m_ﬁhqa oo oreenie e s e s
Playing Guesswhat thisis'isa favorite pastime for take.Stop byand you may comeacross a piecethat One fthe oldest streetsintown definitelylooks the visitoneofthemany small museurnsn the gate's S e Danube channels Secessionist buidi
visitors.Take a strollin amaze of quirky textile stalls o speakstoyoursoul U,m;émf:mansa this street is __x.mﬂwcmsjw .Umnx_: ﬁ_:éém_.i”caz.m:n&?mﬂ% _s:mmci.% exportalided on tracksall overthe Soviet Unionand surrounding neighbourhood stand ol
Asianvendors and fragrant bouguets forany d:ﬁ._boxaqm:ﬁ: Ua@nu_mﬁmmé_n,_._mﬂcsj_oo:ﬁo ﬂ_mqij_cﬁ Egﬁmwmao&_mmx;vao:oﬁ e e among buildings built inthe era of Mc
oceasion, courtesy of the chatty florists. Wedonot 9 walkinthe steps of Austro-Hungarian kings and Medieval armory inthe gate's tower (to bereopened This featlandedithe factory, Praue’s CKDTatra Functionalism that followed, suchas
’ —AO—.—.-“O.—“ queens (Maria Theresa among them) after their in2022). Cimb a few more storeys up and enjoy the = ALY, anie s L hospital and matemityward, butthei

asaiﬁn c_aw.s_m: aea EUGEES Funand provocative exploitation of ponular desiens coronation to the Main Square. Immerse yourselfin breathtaking view of a Medieval city captured in time. — haen't dwinelled thanke t the manve



TOMaKe a profit ITOM Proaucts o Aubious orgm.
Playing 'Guess what this is'is a favorite pastime for
visitors. Take a stroll ina maze of quirky textile stalls of
Asianvendors and fragrant bouguets for any
occasion, courtesy of the chatty florists. Wedonot
recommend Ukrainian cigarettes but the food is
surprisingly good.

<\ Stara Trznica - Old
Market Hall

The building of the downtown market is a popular
meeting place, especially during farmers marketson
Saturday when it becomes the hub for quality local
produce and a book and vinyl records flea market,
with an accompanying program for kids. The rest of
theweekis dedicated to occasional sales of hand-made
products and avariety of public or private events.

LonTemporary (0cal Drands and aesigns Wit aresn
take. Stop byand you may comeacross a piece that
speaks toyoursoul

A Kompot

Funand provocative exploitation of popular designs
and slogans. Ask foratranslation of the jokes and pick
the one that tickles your funny bone.

.9._{6@.

Cutelittle knickknacks to perkyou up, like pottery,
decorationsoranything else. This place has them.

Drink and eat like a local

Slovaks drinkalochol Alot And some even take pride in
this activity. The once wine-centered culture of
Bratislava has shifted towards beerdrinking with
asurgeof breweries.What hasn't changedis the
collective fondness for hard liquor. Be wary of anyword
ending with the sound fitsal fruit spirits like cereSnovica,
marhulovica orthe delightful sounding borovicka.
Worse still are Tatra Tea and Demanovka,which
disguise their true selves behind innocent namesand
sweet flavors. They taste especially sood when chilled
To top the list off, we must mention the motherof all
aloohol - mead, found in every stand during the

The gastronomy scene in Bratislava has become more
international in recent years. But many locals stick to
therecipes withwhich their grand- and great-
grandparents welcomed themat every visit Look out
for these dishes foranauthentically Slovak experience:
Bryndzove halusky, potato dumplings covered in
bryndza,a salty sheep cheese, best served with fried

bacon Ifyoudonttrythis, it's lkeyouve nevereven
been to Slovakia Viyprazany sy or fried cheese, usally
servedwith French friesand artar sauceisone of the
unhealthiestand most common meals in Slovak
households. The more camivorous should try
svietkovica (nota drink),a beeffiletwith acarrot and
Sourcream salice, or gulas, pieces of meat boiled
togetherwithabunch of ingredients, variations
depending on regjonal or family traditions. The local
go-tofast food temistreska,a cod saladin
mayonnaise, abways eaten with abread roll. This
Bratislava nventionisa food forthe massesandan
absolute must-try The pastryand cake ine s endless,
butb to try bratislavske rozky with poppyseed or
walnuts When shopping graba couple of Sedita
branded wafer biscuits (Horalka, Mila or Lina) and
abottle of Kofola, the cola drink consumed behind the
Iron Curtain. Some love it and some hateit, butit's so
popularthatyoull get it on tapinmost places as the
non-alcoholic altermative with lots of sugar:

= NGPILULING
Oneoftheoldest streetsin town definitely looks the
part Walking down this street is like travelling back in
time. Look for small brass plates witha crowniconto
walk inthe steps of Austro-Hungarian kings and
queens (Maria Theresa among them) after their
coronation to the Main Square. mmerse yourselfin
thequiet street with along history of dlerical life. Don't
forgetto lookfora narrow street and stairs which
lead to the Medieval city walls. At the end of this
cobbled street stands the renovated Albrechtov dom
(Albrecht's house), home to a family of musicians, and
whichis now aclassical music venue. This streetis the
perfect spotto snapa picture through amedievallens.

Medieval City Walls

0Old meets new at the intersection of the old town
walls and Socialist bridge, topping itall off with a
highway right through the historic downtown. Is it
truethough? While builtin the 13th century, in the
16th century the walls were stretched upwards and
connected to St Martin's Cathedral for better
protection against the attacks by the Ottoman
Empire. To complicate matters more, the remaining
stretch of the walls from the cathedral were actually
buitt anew during the 1970s. Youmight think the
"Medieval” walls are a sham, but f the Medieval toilet
inthe cathedral's stairway won't convince youof the
walls'authenticity, we don't know what will

‘ St. Martin's Cathedral

The replica of the Cromm of St. Stephen on the tower
top is said to be as large as a Volkswagen Beetle.
Though not entirely true, itis still quite massive! 11
Hungarian and Austrian monarchs were crowned in
this humble cathedral between 1536 and 1830,
including Maria Theresa of Austria What with the Turks
invading Budapest, Bratislava (or Pozsonyin Hungarian)
was the safest bet close to the Viennese court.

WTIEN YOU WaIK LINGET IT. FOT UZnTer enteraimimert,
visit one of the many small museums in the gate's
vicinity. We recommend either the Museum of
Pharmacy just below the gate or the exhibition of
Medieval armory in the gate's tower (to be reopened
in 2022). Climb a few more storeys upand enjoy the
breathtaking view of a Medieval city captured in time.

<& The Old Town Hall

This picturesque mishmash of buildings served as the
town hall forcenturies. You can make out the layers of
the building's history as wellas that of Bratislavaiitsetf,
asitis home to the Bratislava City Museumn. The Old
Town Hall has two entrances, each elaborately
decorated. Seeifyoucan findadragon, a coatofarms
ormarkings of reference lengths. Be sureto check
outthe manyexhibitions the museum hasto offer
andfinishyourtourwithaview fromthetop of the tower:

B Most SNP (aka UFO
Bridge)

Ifyouare indire need of hour-long debates with
locals, strike up a conversation about Bratislava's
probably maost controversial structure. While on the
one hand, the bridge is a unique construction and an
engineering masterpiece of the late 1960s, on the
other, itis adisplay of Communist barbary towards
historical sites and monuments. Large partsof the
historical downtown, including a synagogue located
next to St Martin's Cathedral, were tom down to make
way for the new construction. For an entrance feeyou
can visit the top of the bridge and take a 360 view of
thecity.. and maybe take a stance on the matter:

< Janko Kral Park
Marvelat the view of the downtown waterfront from
one of Europe'sfirst public gardens. Get active biking,
playing outdoor games orjust chill at the nearby
Tyrsovonabrezie in any season of the year. Take
apicture under the park's very own Gothic gazebo in
the centerof the park Originally part of the Fransiscan
church downtown, the towerwas moved afteran

legendary T3 tram. Buitt by Antonin Honzik and
Frantisek Kardaus in Prague in 1962, this Czechoslovak
exportelided on tracks all overthe Soviet Union and
Eastem Europe with more than 14 000 units made.
This feat landed the factory, Prague's CKD Tatra.
Smichov, a spotin the Guinness Book of Records in
1998 astheworld's largest tram manufacturer. The
iconic plastic seats perfectlyfit all shapes and sizes of
behinds and haveawell-deserved place in the Czech
National Technical Museu. In Bratislava, one of these
tramears serves asaone-stop shop forculturewith
quite the alternative program and location. But this
type of tramwon't get you to Petrzalka onthe newest
tram trail anymore. Your best betis to get hold ofa
bicycle and parkright at Cyklo Kuchyna (Bike Kitchen),
apopularmeeting spat for bicycle lovers.

<& The Duck Fountain

The Duck Fountain at Safarikovo Square across the
street from Comenius University's Faculty of Law was
inspired by a taleabout the "vodnik" (@ man living in
water, aka waterman) and three boys. According to
thetale, the boys taunted and lashed the waterman
with awhip they used to herd their ducks. They made
thewell-natured waterman's blood boil so much that
he snatched thewhip from them and tumed the boys
and fourof theirducks into stone one lash at atime.
Funfact The model for the lying boy, Christian Ludwig,
became the architectwho bilt the first skyscraperon
SNPSquare in 1934.

@ Manderlak

Thefirst Bratislava skyscraperwas builtin 1934 by
Christian Ludwig (Does the namering a bell? Here's a
hint: boys and ducks) Ladies selling their cabbage
produce atthe nearby marketwere horrified at the
timethat the building was going to fall on their heads!
Luckily, the building stands to this day, posingno
threat toinnocent ladies. Modest n height by today's
standards, Manderla, or"Manderlak for the locals, is
stillafine example of modem architecture, from street
leveltothe top. The building is at the edge of the new
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Bratislava downtown; just follow Dunajska Street to
compare this oldie tothe new kids on the block

‘w_co Church
neighbourhood

The Blue Church on Bezrucova Streetis atourist
favourite. Buitt in 1909, this Secessionist building was
originally part of the nearby symnazium (high school)
areaand broughtwithita breath of fresh airinto the
expanding city centreatop one of the dried up
Danube channels. Secessionist buildinas inthe
surrounding neighbourhood stand out especially
among buildings builtin the era of Medemism and
Functionalism that followed, such as the former
hospital and matemity ward, but their popularity
hasn't dwindled thanke tea the manv detaile there are

atits centre, the location is a cemetery forfallen soldiers
ofthe Sovietarmywho died in Bratislava at the end of
WWIL The monument enjoyed a controversial
beginning not only due to the turbulent political events
0f1968 but also because the tower of the church on
the opposite hill had to be dismantled to deartheview
for Slavin Regardless of the drcumstances this solemn
spotis dedicated to paying respect to the dead.

<& Avion

Built ata time of unforseen technical progress, Avion
with its open facade remains the architectural
pinnacle of the Blumental area Josef Marek, oneof
theyoung Czech architects in Bratislava, finished the
building in 1931at this former edge of the town. The
stores on the ground floor helped finance the original

By Old Bridge ————a
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< Devinarea&CaféEden
Avillage in the cityand a ruin of a Medieval castle.
Devin Castle towers above the confluence of the
Danubeand Morava rivers, while Devin - the village -
pleases both the casual visitor and regular hiker alike.
Takeatrip to appreciate the charming streets and a
home-baked cakein the cozy backyard of Cafe Eden
nexttoan old fire station. Take a hike to the Devinska.
Kobyla nature reserve, orwalk along the natural
border thatis the Morava river. This site offers not
onlya stunming view but bears historical traces of the
regime responsible for the Iron Curtain.

<8 Devin Castlehill &Café
Ahov

bunkers can be found todayin Petrzalka, oneof them
(B-S4)was even tumed into a museum, creatively
named "MUSEUMB-S 4"

‘ The Petrzalka hood
Petrzalka used to be the small village near Bratislava
right across the Danubewith a couple of factories,a
bunch of apricot trees and frequent changes to the
borderzone with Austria When it became part of
Bratislava, the Socialist sovernment decided to
changeallthat In1577 Petrzalkawelcomed its first
panelak andits tennants, moving in from the
Bratislavacentre and all across Slovakia. Soonthis
became Bratislava's largest borough (sidlisko) and
the area with the highest concentration of concrete-
and-iron Lego buildings in all of Central Europe,

beers are on tap and always sourced from local
brands with a varied selection that can nevergo
without the local favourite Pilsner type. Ask fora bag
of arasidové chrumkyand dig into this local guilty
pleasure of salty peanut crumble covered com
deliciousness.

- KCDunaj

KCstands for culture centre when in fact this club
withabarisaregular party base. Youcan have an
aftemoondrink or stay until late evening to join one of
theregularthemed parties, or electronic parties.
Getting in can becomea hurdle if you can'tfind the
dingy elevator and when you do, you press the button
for the wrong floor. But eventuallyyou'e rewarded
with an exciting environment with the best terrace:
view in town. Be sure to get there during the golden
hourwhen the light hits the Bratislava rooftops just

perfectly
B eaudelaire

This chic barnamed after the Decadent French poet
serves some seriously decadent shots named after
famouswiiters Located in the Old Town and designed
inthe Art Deco style, this establishment indulges the
artistin youwith a shot named after Rudolf Sloboda,
aSlovak literary giant who,among other things,
repeatedly visited rehab. The naysayers will not be
sold shortefther,asaregular desiatka (10-degree beer)
and complementary mini-pretzels are served, too.

' Fuga

Acultural space forthe more daring electronic, rock,
metal and jazz performances located ina beat-up
place in proper underground fashion. Quite the
surreal experience and definitelyworthavisit

.mno_:u_mﬂ

Another successful toilet-to-pub makeover. Although
theterrace feels like it's in the middle of traffic, youtre
sureto have a good view of your surroundings. While
itis prohibited to smoke inside most establishments,
especiallyif food is served there, this place throws any
such notion out of the window.. ifit had any. A great
place to grab infinite amounts of arasidove chrumky
(see Kollarko fora definition), ereat drinks and to
enjoya guitt-free cigarette

Bshenk

Enjoy the livelyambience of the Stara Trimica (Old
Market Hall) area under the flickering lights of this
busy meeting spot with a cold beer brewed justa few
metres below the ground.

'_sw_.r Twain

Visit this quirky open-air bar that operates a small
boat anchored at the river bankjust below theircompact.
shed. Serving beerand Kofola (a local non-alcoholic
beverage) on tap, and an assortment of typical snacks,
MarkTwainisapopular spot tochillon make-shift seats.

' Hidden Bar

Part of the Cultural venue & studios Nova Cvermovka,
Hidden Bar is open every day from lunch, servinga
wide range of beverages from coffee, hame-made
lemonades, local beerand wine, to classic and
signature cocktails to quench your thirst foran
honest drink. But most importantly, they hostthe
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Square

One of the most progressive Functionalist buildings in
Bratislava was built by Slovak architect Juraj TvaroZek,
contracted by his brother Tomas, the director of the:
former Municipal Savings Bankin 1932 The glass
facadle and the golden onyxinteriors preserved to this
dayareworthacloserlook

@ The Presidential Palace
The outskirts of the original Medieval city were
populated by several palaces and their lush gardens.
inthe 17th and 18th centuries. The presidentof
Slovakia resides in one such building - the
Grassalkovich Palace. Itis easily accessible from the
city centre and can be visited on special eccasions. Its
garden howeveris open tothe public all yearround
and offers an especially refreshing stroll

< TheSlovak Radio
Building

The upside-down pyramid is home to the Slovak
broadcasting organization. it must beanightmare to
light those studios, but it certainly catches the passer-
by'sattention. Funfact In 2007, Alain Robert, “the
French Spider-man'" climbed the pyramid in under 17
minutes without using any safety equipment.

‘ Slavin

Bratislava is big onits lookouts and Slavinis one of
themust-see spots. Recognizable by the monument

Buitt at atime of unforseen technical progress, Avion
withits open facade remains the architectural
pinnacle of the Blumental area. Josef Marek, one of
theyoung Czech architects in Bratislava, finished the
building in 1931atthis former edge of the town. The
stores on the ground floor helped finance the original
mortgageand today, stillin the collective ownership
costs. It's been 90 years and Avion stillrernains
Bratislava's icon of interwar architecture.

@ Thefirst"panelak”
Thefirstblock of flats in the entire Czechoslovakia
was built using prefabricated panels in 1956. It took
3months tofinish a building which accomodated 36
families and began a new trend of living in a “panelak”.
Ahousing sensation that spread through Bratislava
andthewhole of Slovalda like wildfire between the
'60sand '90s. Most locals spent at least some part of
their lives in one of these. Check out Petrzalka with
the largest concentration of this type of housing,

<3 Bratislava downtown
Beginning with the site of the Furovea shopping
centre, this new city district has become the
skyscraper hub of Bratislava. Changes inthe skyline
stretch allthe way to the former industrial area of
Miynske Nivy. The location of 19th century
manufactories and the Apollo refinery have received a
huge makeover. These days, Eurovea's height palesin
comparison to thewhite oval towers of Sky Park by the
world-famous Zaha Hadid studio and other high-rise
buildings. With Eurovea 2, however, Bratislava will get
its heighest toweryet Still, our favorite bitsare the
hidden gems, such as the delicately reconstructed
powerplant at the heart of Sky Park, designed by
Dusan Jurkovi¢ inthe1940s. The otheris Zwimn, the
site of the Bratislava Thread Factory, a reconstructed
building from the beginning of the 20th century. Also
called "Cvemovka' (cvernais the word for thread), this
place has recently becorne THE posh landmark.

DOTUET UldLIs e viorava 1ver. 1 NS SILe O11eTS NoL
onlyastunning view but bears historical traces of the
regime responsible forthe ron Curtain.

< Devin Castlehill &Café
Ahoy

Theruin of Devin Castle has someamazing viewsto
offer. Whenyouwalk up the hill you can either take
apeekatthe smallexpositions or cut straight tothe
chase and go forthe view from the top balconies. The
view of the Danube and Morava rivers from this spot
isjust splendid. This one is definitely photo-worthy
one. The open-air theatre built further down the
castle hill above the bank of the Danube during WWII
exploited this esthetic feature. The controversial
structure has been a ruin itself for decades now, but
hopes forarenewal are not completely offthe table.
Onceatthe footofthe hill, be sureto taste the local
speciality - currant wine, either bottled orat Cafe
Ahoy,which offers stairs for sitting and a vista of the
Danube. Currantwine is best drunk right after
descending the steep hill, when the sweet alcohol
kicks right in

<Uro20
Perhapswecan allagreethat Bratislavais too cool for
justone UFO - soithastwol ifyouwantto see
something offthe beaten path, takeatrip tothe
outtskirts Checkott theless famous Unidentified Flying
Object. It's located inthe I city district, Podunajske
Biskupice, and it is the creation of sculptor Juraj Hovorka

e Petralkabunkers

Bratislava hasarich historyasa"town on the borders”
andwith its fortifications, city walls and castles, all
classic sightseeing destinations, many forget that
Bratislava also has an impressive network of bunkers.
During the rise of Fascism in 1933, Czechoslovakia
began constructing a massive border defence
system. The defence plan was cut short underthe
Munich Agreement and the regjon fellinto Nazi hands.
as partofthe appeasement policy. Well-preserved

change allthat in 1977 Petrzalka welcomed its first
panelakand itstennants, moving in from the
Bratislava centre and all across Slovakia. Soon this
became Bratislava's largest borough (sidlisko) and
the areawith the highest concentration of concrete-
and-iron Lego buildings in all of Central Europe,
beasting over 100 000 residentsin 29km? Thereis
certainlya lot tolove and hate about this place. Take a
look foryourself how these once very basic, quickly
buitt residences changed over time. Just don't get lost
inthe confusing labyrinth of colourful buildings.

'! Small Winery

Wine Cellar & Wine Cellar

Below the Castle

Viecha, the Slovak name for vineries, has had a strong.
presence in the Bratislava hospitality portfolio of yore.
Thesedays this chain isall the rage among small wine
makers inthe Little Carpathians regjon. Each of their
venues offers traditional and intemational sides to
pairwith your favourite type of wine but they boast
individual personalities, if you will Visit them at
Kosicka street (4), Staré Trnica (The Old Market Hall)
(2),orBlumental (3) with its backyard or Viecha pod
hradom (T) overlooking the Danube. Just pick one or
bar-hop through all of them.

' Cierny pes

The feel of a Medieval tavern makes this little "kréma”*
afavorite spot for many: Great beer on tap, nicewines
and honey mead are always available. Plus the locally
sourced sausages and snacks areworth trying,

Broliarko

Bratislava s being successfulin tuming its
underground public toilets into stylish pubs. This one
has since become the flagship for beer lovers. With its
terraces spread around and on top of the building,
Kollarko reigns over the eponymous square. The

Partofthe Cultural venue &studios Nova Cvemnovka,
Hidden Bar is openevery day from lunch, servinga
wide range of beverages from coffee, home-made
lemonades, local beer and wine, to classic and
signature cocktails to quenchyour thirst foran
honest drink. But most importantly, they host the
"Parkna suti" terrace with a great culture program.

& Ssoupa

Slovakand vegetarian food ina French bistro? Ifyou're
intheneighborhood, you might as well tryit Avariety
of soups and healthydishes, aswel as sweetand
salty pastries served inawelcoming and chic interior:

& Quinshoro
Aburgeroptionifyou feel ke going globalinstead of
local Itisa happy meal onatraymadewith delicous
locally sourced ingredients. Ranks among the top burger
placesintownaverand over: Sorry; toynotincluded.

& Pasteleria

Letyourinner child gush overthe pastries and cakes
this place has to offer. Originally located inthe
historical downtown, this coffee and dessert shopis
home to some of our favourite pastries from puncovy
rez, linecké kolace, laskonka to krémes. You'rerisking
asugarrush just by looking at their display. As if this
wasn'tenough, they have opened a new spoton
Laurinska with an adjoining zany art shop.

& Koun

Asurefire sign of a good ice-cream parlor is a queue
solongyou can't seewhere it starts Thoush well-
hidden, look for Koun forits imviting ice-creams,
mouth-watering cakes and proper coffee, servedin
hand-made cups to take as a souvenir.



& zylinder & Verne

Ifyou wantto experience the quintessential
Bratislava - Pressburg - Pozsony line up of dishes, try
the posher Zylinder on Hviezdoslavovo namestie
(Hviezdoslav Square). Locals like to visit this
establishment on special occasions or take tourists
onatimetravelling “foodiexperience for tum-of-
the-20"-century cuisine.

With a sentiment quite contraryto our firstentry, the
nearbyVemeisan artsy restaurant with an
underground feel You'll travel forward in ime to the
Bratislava of the '90s This establishment caters to its
customers with food staples of the time, including the
much beloved but incorrectly dubbed “franctizske
zemiaky" (French potatoes), a broad selection of “red
orwhite wine',a moodywaiting staff, and yet still
acosyatmosphere guaranteed to get the crowds in
tofillthe last out-of-place chairand sofa.

& Fleur Bakery

This bakery has your back when the need to munch
onatasty croissant, pizza or other doughy
deliciousness strikes your famished tummy. Try some
of their best takes on local specialties like zemlovica,
Slilance, orother seasonal culinary experiments.
Enjoy the view over Stiirova Street, or take the tasty
catch toabench in anearby park or the Danube
promenade.

& otto!

Traditional Slovak cuisine meets global trends in this
histro. Whether spicing up a regional fave witha
modemtwistortaking alocaltum on atrendy dish,
the populareateryalso offers to-go options and runs
adelishop. The menuis updated seasonally but
favourite culinary concoctions are always up forgrabs.

& Balans bistro

Besides being supervegan, eco, local and alterative,
this vegetarian bistro managed the unthinkable -
tumning typical Slovak dishes into delicious vegetarian
orevenvegan options. Meals like bryndzové halusky
and fried cheese are heavy onmeat and dairy but they
Balans the flavours perfectly. Meat eaters don't mind
eating here either:

& Moree

Moree's industrial interior is best enjoyed with
intemational cuisine in inventive combinations.
Located near Bratislava Main Railway Station, thisis a
safe haven amidst the haphazard neighbourhood
perfectfora long wait for the next connection.

& Funus

This place has everything;: sausages, pastryand
greasy goodies best paired with cold beer:

&J omama

This pub redefines themeaning of local. Sure, you've
gotyourresular beer on tap togetherwith beloved
Slovak and Czech dishes, but the collection of interwar
adverts covering the walls, the nostalgic interior
designand cunningly hidden backyard terrace just
knockit out of the park. Apub like no other. Also,
omamais old Bratislava slang for grandma.

& BistroU Orbana

You're suretocatchawhiffof svieckova (beefin carmot
sauce)in the best Slovak canteenin town. Thisis where
white collar meets blue collarand meals are exclusively
eaten at high standing tables, as was the custom
backin theday. You'lfind that mest meals are meat-
based, afterallthe restaurant is also a butcher's. ff
you'd prefertoeatin a seated positionandaless
'meat-saturated air; take a shortwalk and havea
picnic onabencharonthe grassin the Medical Garden.

& Roxor Burger

Some people swear by this burgerjoint. The supposedly
best burgerin Bratislava prides itself on gigantic
portions, well-balanced bun crunchiness and premium
quality meat cooked to perfection Sure, it gets
crowded and for good reason. The easy-going staff
always make up for it by promptly taking your order
and making a quip ortwo. You can also take your meal
to the nearby parkon Racianske myto. The colourful
mix of visitors will be an added experience point.

& Phong Nam Bistro,
Mileticova

Far from traditional Slovak, this Asian bistro hidden in
the tangle of stalls at the local marketplace has
become extremely popular thanks to its pho's healing
powers aftera hard night out Those unafflicted with
ashaky stomach love to explore the rest of the menu,
though mostly referring to the menu items by their

numbers rather than their original titles.
& Langoseriaat Mileticka

Street food is typically fried or just plain fatty. But if
youwanttotryitdone well, visitthis wooden stallon
the left of themarket's main entrance Askfora
langos, salty fried dough daubed with garlic and
toppedwith one of the following combos, subjectto
ever-lasting disputes amang locals: ketchup and
cheese, sour cream only, or (and this goes toall the
weirdos out there) tartar sauce. Or try oskvarkovy
pagat, a baked pastrywith bacon paired best with
wine [fyou have a sweet tooth, ask for the delicious
Moravsky kolac. Go ahead and give it a try but be sure
tomunch onyourfood ina pigeon-freearea.

& Market on Zilinska
& street food

Visit this disappearing local oddity in the heart of the
city. Take in the atmosphere of the colourful stalls of
local farmers selling their home-grown produce.
Enjoyadrinkon one of the scattered terraces or
nibble onthe vast street food options - fried langos
and Sisky (thelocal doushnut altemative) at the old-
school Langosaren u Klarky or at Street Food & Cafe
Possoniumaround the comer; home to several
interesting food vendors: Made with Laf, aveggie
favorite; LOKAL Unas, offering burgers and hummus
ar Asian options; and a bar stocked with all sorts of
coffee, wine and beer ontap!

& Palacinka Lacinka

Pancakes onabudgetinachamingly practical
setting. This place has existed for decades and luckily
has changed very little. The extent of the menu may
seem overwhelming at first sight, but to simplify
things - you can get any pancake-worthy

combination in mind. Sweet? Done. Salty? Done.
Both? No problem. Just think of a combination. The
price of a plain pancake is incredibly low and you'llbe
surprised how little the toppings add to the final price.
Caleulating that can tum into an improvised The Price
is Right' game butifyou leave it to the pros, they L
have the correctamount foryouwithin seconds. And
ifyou're having trouble translating the Slovak menu,
the staff has an English menu handy.

@& SLUK restaurantin

Rusovce

Ifyou're tired of the run-of-the-mill touristy places
but still yeam fora typically Slovak menu, visit SLUK.
Theacronym stands forthe Slovak Folk-Art Cluband
lovers of follklore will appreciate the no-nonsense
traditional dishes and drinks. Just skim through the
wine list andyou are bound to be impressed. Ifyou're
lucky, youmight crash the occasional folk dance and
music event. But sitting on the terrace is justas
pleasantwith the view of the Rusovce Castle ruin with
its strange history reflected on its walls.

& Dvanast Dusi

This isa self-proclaimed "collective of cooks’ who
enjoyfashioning vegetarian dishes, witha choice of
vegan and gluten-free altematives ormeat from
local farms always available. They also offernatural
wine and the haunting feel of awildly upgraded
school canteen. Open during week days.

& Sinweg

Acottage bistrowith proper home-cooked meals,
refreshing drinks and ahomey atmosphere.
Featuring a Bernese Mountain Dog as a mascot!

P Bratislava City Gallery
Stop by foran experience tour. While the exhibitions
vary, theinterior has been stuckwith a dusty '90s feel
However,awaming is in order - don't get lost reading
between the lines in the book tunnel

QP Nedbalka

[flocalartis yourthing, Nedbalka Gallery is the right
placetovisit Also dubbed the "Slovak Guggenheim”
duetoits circularinterior resembling the Guagenheim
Museum in New Yark, the galleryis home tofive
storeys of exhibition space occupied bya collection of
paintings and sculptures by the most remarkable
Slovak artists. Anyone up for a condensed lesson of
Slovak art histary?

. ]
< Kino Mladost
Literally“Youth Cinemna', this is ironically the oldest
operating cinema in Bratislava. This tiny cinema
employs almost exclusively older ladies who always
make sure that no-one interrupts your movie
experiencewith lateanrivals and noisy snacks.

“._._3 nation's two
theatres

Slovak history is bookended by the two buildings of
the Slovak National Theatre. The old theatre from the
times of Austro-Hungarian reignnobly stands out at
the edge of the Medieval city overlooking alively
square, while the new one has been amonumental
wirk innmeress farderades Inraterd inthe middle af

building, some rooms still remain furnished with
chemistry lab equipment, almost strangely
accessorizing the free-spirited art studios and
coworking spaces.

B Literama Cajovna
Teahouse

There are several tearooms in Bratislava that offer
specialty teas but the teahouse on Grisslingovawill
give you a teagasm. Sourcing their tea selection directly
from small farmers in Asia as part of their field work,
the expert staff provide lectures on the different tea
varieties and proper tea etiquette. Housed ina former
tailor's shop, the old sewing machines are reused as
tables and the shelves are filled with thematic books.
Visit thisisland of peace fora little bit of zen.

LB Next Apache

What happenswhen an expat with a penchant for
wordplay opensacaféwith alibrary? Alibresso called
Here you are in Slovak, or how it sounds to him - Next
Apache (“Nech sa paci”). Afantastic place tosift
through English and Slovak books and newspapers,
drink hot or cold beverages, and if you're lucky, even
catch ablues concert.

&) Artforum

Mainly a bookstore, this establishment is partofa
Slovak chain of stores that also offers coffee and
delicious cakes. The store possesses a distinct vibe
any bookworm appreciates, and with a book selection
asenviable, manyavisitor leaves this place witha
souvenir under theiranm.

4B KeP'sMoskovska
Aregular meeting point, this café serves great coffee,
delicious croissants and aview of passershy. Abit of
Italy on a Bratislava street comer.

4B Good Times

Doyou drink coffee exclusively fromthe best selection
of roasted beans? Looking fora place to stock up your
supply? Maybe looking fora new grinder? Stop by
Good Times, drink a cup of premium espresso and get
intoa passionate discussion with the owner about
your shared love of caffeine-infused magic beans.

&) Pan Kralicek Priestor
When the sudden urgeto getawarm cup ofjoe
creeps up, look fora tricycle with the logo of Pan
Kralicek, a moustachioed gentlemanin abowler hat
and bunnyears. You will find several of these in and
around the city centre. The brick-and-mortarhome
base also offers tasty snacks and a pleasant
atmosphere and it's just around the comer from the
central bus station. So hop in to satisfy your cravings.

@ The"Horsky"Park and
thePriiger-Wallnerova
zahrada

Encountera piece of the woods in the middle of the
citywith a gamekeeper's lodge servingas a café. Try
walking tothe highest pointto take a swingand
maybeenjoyawalkin the outdoor gallery on the hill
nearby. Find the secluded Priiger-Wallnerova zéhrada
(marden) and make the mast of the visit hv stannine

extraction of excess gravel and putting the Gabcikovo
Dam in operation in the 1980s caused amassiverise
of thelake's water level Since then Drazdiak has been
the unofficial neighbourhood beach. The high-voltage
cable passing above the middle of the lake has
contributed to the lake's unofficial status.. Despite the
inherent danger, the amount of summer-loving
daredevils is shocking! Even if you don't fancy a swim,
enjoy the holy trinity of Slovak beachgoing — a tasty
|aneos, beer and /or Kofola.

@ Rusovce parkand

mansion

Like many parts of Bratislava, Rusovcewas a
separatevillage until the mid-20th century. The small
houses inthe centre still hark back to the 16th century,
when Croatian migrants fled here from the oppressors
of the Ottoman Empireand amuseurn inthe village
reminds thevisitors of the area’s past as the Roman
settlement Gerulata Take a detour from the museum
and through the floodplain forest to the mansionin
thevillage park The Rusovce mansion has along
history of awnership changes and remains a living
example of what politics and conflicting ownership
rights can do toa sem of historical and sentimental
value. Though closed tothe public, it's still animpressive
site from the outside. Bonus attraction: nthe summer
youcanjoin the locals fora swim inthe nearby lake
and even enjoy the first ever Bratislava FKK (nudist)
beach. The lake is in anatural environment, so just
bring along a towel and enjoy.

@ The Waterworks
museum and

Karloveska zatoka

Sewer pipes as decorative elements of a park? The
Waterworks garden has pulled it off to great effect!
Along with the Waterworks museum, itis located in
Bratislava'swater sports hub - Karloveska zatoka,a
well-hidden cove protected by dense trees. Discover
the offering of water sports and snacks, or chillina
placewith an attitude at Mark Twain. [fyoureafanof
DIY outdoor cuisine, feel free to make an opekacka
(barbecue) on the backdrop of the Druzba dormitory's
Socialistarchitecture. This place really has it all

@Raca vineyards
Along time ago, vineyards spread acr
Bratislava's hills and those of nearby»
Following collectivisation in the 1950
land were left neglected and gradual
Thanks to the newly rediscovered pa:
winemakers, the surviving vineyards
arevival of winemaking traditions an
of visitors. The formerly separate villa
youon atime-travelling journey by gi
of the heyday of winemaking Take th
cesta and walk up the hilly road untily
gardening colony, hiding the manyer
vineyards onyour right Time yourvis
manywine tasting events, organised
oftenwith astonishing views of thew
stopby Sinweg.

& Kamzik hill

Kamzik is without adoubta popular:
thatithas its own traffic jams, especi
winter. Andyetyou can reach the hill
oneaofthemany hiking and biking tra
cableway. Beforeyouridea bobsled fi
takea looksie round the street fooda
bottle-shaped TV tower hosts arevol
overlooking the local vineyards. Youw
alittle deepertoafford ameal hereal
view of the surrounding nature, so be
special, like afancydate, orheck,aful

@B Zelezna stucd

and cableway
Ifyouare upfora pleasantwalk in the
Zelezna studnickais a great choice. Yt
itfrom Red Bridge, which welcomed |
train in Bratislavain 1848 Walk along
of the Viydrica river until you reach the
station fyou're afan of higheraltituc
theride to the top of the nearby Kam:
popular during the winter time, wher
sled fanatics riding downhill on their
most part, however, it's the mountair
populate the woods year-round.
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designand cunningly hidden backyard terrace just
lnockitout of the paric Apub likeno ather. Also,
omamais old Bratislava slang for grandma.

= ralaLll Inc Lol inct

Pancakes ona budget in a charmingly practical
setting. This place has existed fordecades and luckily
has changed very little. The extent of the menu may
seem overwhelming at first sight, but to simplify
things - you can get any pancake-worthy

Ledures

Slovak history is bookended by the two buildings of
the Slovak National Theatre. The old theatre from the
times of Austro-Hungarian reign nobly stands out at
the edge of the Medieval city overlooking a lively
square, while the new one has been amonumental
work in progress fordecades, located in the middle of
ashopping and business area Performances at both
buidlings offer a different experience. Since the Old
SND (Slovenske ndrodné divadlo) is currently under
reconstruction, trytovisitat least thenewone.

W sNG

The Slovak National Gallery - SNGis located on one of
Bratislava's busiest boulevards along the Danube. The
oldest part of the gallery complex, one part Water
Barracks (a formercity police building) and one part
neo-modemist Bridge (designed by Viadimir Dedegek
andfinishedin1977),is closed for reconstruction. The
Baroque Eszterhazy Palace is however admission-
free and open to the public. Besides a permanent
exhibition, the gallery regularly makes space for
temporary thematic exhibitions from photography,
through fashion, to 3D installations. Be sureto check.
out their bookstoreand retum in future to see the
renewed Gallery nallits new glory!

Q@ Danubiana

You'rea lover of modem art and would goto the end
of the world tovisit a museum dedicated to your
guilty pleasure? We might just have the thing foryou
The Danubiana Meulensteen Art Museum in Cunovo
exhibits Slovak as well as international artists.
Besides the unconventional setting by the Gabcikovo
Dam onthe Danube, the gallery rooftop offersa
helluvaview of the local landscapel

RV Novi Cvernovka
Acommunity space forartists and cultural events.
This jumble of studios, original shops, hospitality
options, evenacommunity gardenare simplywortha
short trip by the tram. Being a former high school

Ll Il AU
Encountera piece of the woodsinthe middle of the
citywith a gamekeeper's lodge serving as a café. Try
walking tothe highest point to take a swing and
maybeenjoyawalkin the outdoor gallery on the hill
nearby. Find the seclucled Priiger-Wallnerova zéhrada
(garden) and make the mast of the visit by stopping
byat the terrace of Funus, the oldest pub in town.

Take awalk around the calvaryand the church, which
lost its towerto a view of the Slavin, and the cave of
Our Lacly of Lourdes. Stop atthe several scenes of the
Way of the Cross and enjoy the serenity of this
religious place.

& Medical Garden

Within walking distance from the central bus station,
this public garden is popular among locals and
tourists alike. On weekdays you'll spot the students of
the neighbouring Faculty of Medicine, which is where
the park got its name from. Mostly though, you'll find
people running around with their kids, playing frisbee,
practicing yoga, smoking shishaorjustenjoying a
picnic inthe park's Baroque setting. This is an ideal
place to spend a low-cost afternoon in the fresh air
And ifyouneed aquick pick-me-up, head to the little
house inthe centreof the park fora coffee and cake or
ice-cream.

& Chorvatske rameno

and Drazdiak

Petrzalka owesits huge area to the many dried-up
Danube channels on top of which it grew. The only
remaining ane has become a regulated channel,
known as Chorvatske rameno. Get offat the last tram
stopand walk under the shade of the greenery
growing along this stream towards the centre of
Petrzalka As you approach the next water attraction
Lake Drazdiak, youll meet more and more cyclists and
parents with their bestrollered toddlers. The
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@Racavineyards

Along timeago, vineyards spread across most.of
Bratislava's hills and those of nearbyvillages.
Following collectivisation in the 1950s, vast plots of
land were left neglected and gradually disappeared.
Thanks tothe newly rediscovered passion of local
winemakers, the surviving vineyards are enjoying
arevival of winemaking traditions and anabundance
of visitors. The formerly separate village of Racatakes
youon atime-travelling joumey by giving you ataste
of the heyday of wineraking Take the tram to Pekna
cestaand walk up the hilly road untilyoureacha
gardening colony, hiding the many entrancestothe
vineyards onyour right Timeyourvisit for one of the:
manywine tasting events, orzanised by the vineyards
often with astonishing views of the whole city, or just
stop by Sinweg

@ Kamzik hill

Kamazikis without a doubta popular spot. So much so
thatit hasits own traffic jams, especially during
winter. And yet you can reach the hill by bus, or taking
one of the many hiking and biking trails oreven the
cableway. Beforeyou ridea bobsled from the hill top,
takea looksie round the street food offering The
bottle-shaped TV tower hosts a revolving restaurant
overlooking the localvineyards. You will have to dig
alittle deeperto afford ameal here and geta 360°
view of the surrounding nature, so better make it
special, like afancy date, or heck, afull-on proposal

@ Zelezna studnicka

and cableway

Ifyouare upfora pleasantwalk in the citywoods,
Zelezna studnickais a great choice. You can approach
it from Red Bridge, which welcomed the first steam
train in Bratislava in 1848 Walk along a small stream
of the Vydrica river until you reach the cableway
station [fyou're afan of hisheraltitudes, you'll enjoy
theride to the top of the nearby Kamzik hill. It's also
popular during the winter time, when locals become
sled fanatics riding downhill on their sledges. Forthe
most part, however, it's the mountain bikerswho
populate the woods year-round
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Bus - Tram - Trolleybus
- CITY PUBLICTRANSPORTATION (MHD) consists of
operates fromapproximately 4 amuntil1am and covers
thecityin several zones. "Night-bus" routes coverthe
time between every hour,and aremarked with "N*
(these may get confusing - basic rule-most of them
startat Hlavna stanica/Main Train Station). Before
beardmga bus/trolleybus /tram youmust purchasea
ticketatone ofthekiosks orvending machines nearthe
stop, orsendatext message afew minutes ahead of the
expected anrivalofyourmode oftransport.

Bikes

Bratislava has a great network of outdoor bike paths,
such as the Bratislavska hradza When it comesto
riding in the city, beware the many obstacles inyour
way from the quality of roads to careless car drivers.
Nottheworst, mind you, but surelynot the easiestor
safest # SLOVNAFT BIKE (yellow branded) - Rent at
one docking station, retum at the next. You'll find
them in Stare Mesto, Petrzalka, Nové Mesto and
Ruzinov. 3 REKOLABIKE (pink branded) - to use
these bicyclesyou need to regjsterwith the Rekola
app.Whenyouno longer need the bike, parkitin
adesignated pink zone.
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TIPS

Scooters and mopeds

» blinkeecity - anelectric moped rental service.
Download the app, register; find the nearest moped
and off you go. »Green Bolt e-scooters caterforan
affordable, easy ride around town. Get the Boltapp,
unlock an available scooterand ride offinto the
sunset But be kind and park it next to the sidewalk
instead of in the middle of it. Everyone will thankyou!

Taxi
» TAXI - itis highly recommended to hailone by

calling or using an app as opposed to getting ina
waiting one. It's alot more convenient and definitely

cheaper.

O Tourist Infromation
Center
(Klobucnicka 2)

Begin yourtour here to collecta printed version of
your USE-IT map and more useful prints and tips.
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